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From the Captain

It has been a while since you’ve  received a newsletter from us, and a lot has happened 
since then…
 
Racing/Coaching/Training
The winter training is over and culminated in our entry into the Head of the River. After 
everyone had boated the race was started and quickly abandoned due to sinking conditions 
after the finish line. Sadly, the majority of crews had to return to their boating location 
without racing. The helpers on the Cygnet hard didn’t get a lot of rest; after having boated 
40+ crews they had to assist the  same number of crews come back in. They were being 
egged on by Sir Matthew Pinsent to  hurry up, to some that meant encouragement, to others 
that was more of a nuisance.
Training for the regatta season has now started under the management of Sue Grobler, with 
weekday assistance from Nick Rowett who has returned from warmer climes to enjoy the 
UK Summer with us.

The regatta season is traditionally kicked off by Hammersmith Regatta, and I am delighted 
to announce that the first win is now a fact, with a win in Senior Pairs by Nick  Bates and 
myself. Wins have since been recorded at Chiswick  Regatta, where Messrs Stuart Gibbons 
and Matt Byrne won their heat, their semi final and then the final in the Novice doubles; at 
Putney Town Regatta where Stuart Gibbons and Matt Byrne won in the Intermediate 3 
doubles and Neil Pickford, Paul Persad, Jeremy Pugh and Stuart Gibbons beat a ladies 
quadruple from Globe RC in the Intermediate 3 quadruple sculls; and at Twickenham 
Regatta wher Jeremy Pugh won in the Masters E Single  Sculls. We can only hope that this 
positive outcome will carry on during the rest of the season.
  
Our Club President and his wife  Pat have invited club members again to their garden along 
the Henley Course; Marjorie  is coordinating the  usual picnic, where Cygnets bring the 
drinks, and BBLadies bring salads, so do get in touch with her if you intend to join in.

David French

Note from Marjorie: if you like to join in with the picnic just tell me what you intend to bring  
- wine, bubbly or Pimms is always good. With salads, the only reason we’re asking you to 
let us know is so that we get a variety of salads and not 10 Greek Salads and nothing else!

__________________________________________________________________

Subscriptions and Donations
Are always  due, please return this  tear-off slip with your cheque to the Treasurer, Dr R P  du Parcq, 39 
White Hart Lane, London SW13 0PU. Active Members: members  of the Civil  Service Sports  Council - 
£230.00, Others - £314.00; Club Friends: Suggested minimum - £15.00. 

Enclosed my subscription/donation for  £…………..….  
Your name ________________________________________________________

________________________________Your address:  __________________________________ 
__________Post Code:  ________________________________________________________ 

Your CSSC number (if you’re a member of CSSC) _________________________



From the Secretary
ACTIVE MEMBERS: DON’T FORGET TO GIVE ME YOUR EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS/NEXT OF KIN 

DETAILS, FOR OUR RECORDS AND YOUR SAFETY.
To streamline our communications to you, can you please take some time to fill in the following 
questionnaire and send it to me, or the treasurer, whichever is  most convenient. We’ll then ensure 
that the details  are entered in our club database, with due consideration to keeping your personal data 
safe from misuse.
_________________________________________________________________________________
I’d like to receive the newsletter by post/email*
I’d like to receive the weekly club news by email yes/no*
Your name:  
Your address:   
Post Code:   
Your email address:  

*Please delete as appropriate

Please send to Marjorie Israel, 49 Oaklands Avenue, Osterley, TW7 5PY, or email relevant 
details to: marjorie_israel’at’hotmail.com. You can also add this slip to your subs payment note to 
Dr R P du Parcq, Hon Treasurer, details overleaf. 

Cygnet History with Flooding

The Boathouse
Cygnet's has been based in the Civil Service Boathouse. since the early 1030s. Work began on the 
boathouse in March 1930 and was completed in October of the same year. At this time, no provision 
was made for a bar or a clubroom, accommodation being restricted simply to the boatshop and the 
changing rooms. Initially all the boats were owned by the Civil Service Rowing Association and 
consisted of heavy clinker pairs, IVs and VIIIs.

With the outbreak of war in 1939, the Boathouse was requisitioned as a mortuary, although it was 
never used as such. During the war, it sustained slight bomb damage on account of the close 
proximity of the railway. Also during these years, arrangements were made for clubs to boat out of 
Tom Green's, Mortlake and National Provincial Bank's boathouses. The Civil Service Boathouse 
reopened in July 1946 and Cygnet immediately set about partitioning the dressing room to make way 
for a bar-cum-clubroom. The bar was officially opened on 12th October, 1946 and a picture of those 
early drinking days is still displayed in the bar.

The great flood
The concrete flood prevention walls 
that surround the Boathouse today 
are a relatively new addition (1976) 
to the landscape, although they 
predate the Thames Barrier at 
Woolwich. In 1953, no such 
safeguards existed and a wall of water 
surged up the Tideway, breaching the 
wall at Chiswick and flooding the 
Boathouse to a depth of five feet. At 
this time, the Emanuel School 
Boathouse had not been built and the 
Civil Service was thus isolated in a 
small lake. There being no way for the 
water to escape, the London Fire 
Brigade was called in to pump it away. 
Needless to say, the lawn, which had 
been only newly created from turfs 
salvaged from the Civil Service Sports  
Ground grass tennis courts, was covered in several inches of Thames mud and had to be scraped 
away by willing members.



The Bungalow

Cygnet established a camp at Hamhaugh Island, Shepperton in 1909. A plot was rented, 
camping equipment procured and a punt acquired all for the sum of £23. Annual rental of the 
site cost the Club £2.10/- up until 1915, when it was increased to £5.
In those early days, the activities at the camp consisted of a picnic tea, followed by sports on 
the island and by 1914 the Camp was an integral part of Club life. No mention is made of 
anyone sculling, or rowing, from the site in those early day.
In March 1920 a meeting of Club members unanimously agreed to purchase the site for £114 
and members could rent the site as we can now rent the bungalow on the site.

The forerunner of the Cygnet bungalow as we know it today was constructed in 1930 from the 
remains of two First World War Nissen Huts. Corrugated metal sheeting, which had first to be 
dismantled from somewhere higher up on Hamhaugh Island, was floated down to the Cygnet 
site where it was reassembled. This structure was to serve as the Club bungalow for more than 
thirty years, until the early 1960s when Derek Bush proposed to rebuild the bungalow 
completely as a red-cedar sectionalised building be made to specification.

The improved facilities greatly enhanced the bungalow's popularity during the 1960s and 70s 
and many members of this era will have pleasant memories of quiet Sunday afternoons spent 
on the lawn and messing around in boats on the river, or the nearby Wey Navigation canal. 
Others will have more poignant memories of training outings from Chiswick to Shepperton or 
the riotous parties that took place in the late-1970s. Every generation has a tale to tell about 
the bungalow.

Since the beginning of the 21st century, camps at the bungalow are held twice a year, to 
encourage club members to learn how to scull on a less imposing stretch of the river Thames. 
In the winter of 2013/14 the river Thames, always a bit of a flood risk during the winter 
months, burst its banks properly upriver from Shepperton all the way down to the bungalow 
and Hamhaugh island. The forethought of Derek Bush and his pals to build the bungalow on 
stilts showed its benefits now, as can been seen in the picture below. Who would have thought 
that the water could get so high as to flood the back garden!



300 Club

Thank you to everyone who has promised contributions to the 300 Club and of course to 
those who continue to contribute by standing order. If you haven't yet committed to buy 
some tickets, now is the perfect time, before the first draw of the year. Please let me know 
what you are willing to do - and it saves me hounding you each time I see you for a larger 
number of tickets than you would have offered now! It's a bit like parking tickets - pay now 
or twice as much later. But the 300 Club is better because it gives you prizes and nice boats 
to row in.

Of those who recently said they would contribute on-line, please can you contact us for the 
account details: Guy (dupb01@gmail.com) or Nick (nickrbates@yahoo.co.uk).

Ideally you will make these as full contributions payable each year (quarterly is also fine if 
that is easier). Recent kind promises of ticket purchases to be made on-line have been from 
Tom, Cris, Sue, Gav, Bart, Ian, Stu, Gareth and Paul. Nick (Rae), I have put you down for 6 
tickets based on contributions by your boat. I hope that is OK.
Remember that your total contribution is the promised number of tickets x GBP10.
Please send me an email (not copied to everyone) when you have done this so that I can 
check that the money has made its way into the account and also so that I can then allocate 
you your ticket numbers.

Thank you!         Guy duPB and Nick Bates

‘Cygnets’ Bungalow - the good stuff

This year has seen a  continuation of the refurbishment begun last year.  One of the  great 
pleasures of staying at the  Bungalow is sitting on the verandah, watching the  boats go past 
- maybe unkindly making derisory comments about the  efforts of the beginners from 
Weybridge BC.  This year you will notice the new decking and be sitting more comfortably 
on one of the  2 new cushioned benches - one was donated by Peggy Sjoberg in memory of 
her husband Eric, who used to scull down to Sunbury for a  week's  paddling on the smooth 
water of the non-tidal Thames. 

The Bungalow is supported by a number of regulars who come back year after year.  
However, their numbers are  dwindling so it was good to see some newcomers, especially 
some from BBLRC.  The problem has been that everyone wants to come for school holidays.  
Last year, those weeks went very early, but there  were  a number of weeks in June when the 
Bungalow was unoccupied.  This is a missed opportunity and for the current year there will 
be a  substantial reduction is rent for the months of May and June.  I have taken over the 
booking arrangements and will be pleased to take bookings on 01634 252323 or 
derek75‘at’post.com. 

Derek Bush 
 

Dates for your diary:

4 July Henley Friday
4 October Rhine Marathon - row the marathon and party in the “Duck Fest”
25 October Club Lunch at Henley

PLUS: Look out for more  news on the Cygnet 125 events planned for next year: a birthday 
bash, a Reception worthy of a rowing club associated with Government...
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